
Drugs & Show Animals 

Staying within the guidelines 



Definition 
}  Drug--: a substance intended for use in the diagnosis, 

cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease; a 
substance other than food intended to affect the 
structure or function of the body. 



Types of animal health products 
}  Rx—prescription 

}  Can only be used on the animal prescribed as instructed by the vet 
prescribing it 

 

}  OTC—over the counter. 
}  Anybody can buy & use according to the label directions 
 



Types of drug use 
}  Labeled use—using the drug exactly as it is specified on 

      the label (this includes feeds and additives) 
 
}  Extra Label—vet prescribes a drug to be used in a  

     manner other than what’s on the label. 

}  Off Label—Feeders use drugs on their own in a manner 
  other than what is stated on the label w/o Vet 
  guidance 



Drug Label 
}  Expiration Date 
}  Lot Number 
}  Dosage 
}  Warnings 
}  Cautions 

}  Application Methods 
}  Precautions 
}  Active ingredient 
}  Trade name 



Other things to know 
}  Withdrawal period—the amount of time needed for a 

drug’s level in the animal’s body to reach a level that is 
acceptable for that animal to enter the food chain. 

}  Check each shows policy for drug use and other rules 
concerning  

}  VFD—Veterinary Feed Directive antibiotics that are 
commonly used in humans will not be available for use in 
livestock feeds without veterinary oversight.  THIS WILL 
TAKE EFFECT IN JANUARY OF 2017. 



Withdrawal vs Exit Times 
}  Withdrawal time—the time it takes for a drug to get to 

acceptable levels in an animals bloodstream.  Determined 
by the FDA. 

}  Exit Level—the it takes for a drug to totally exit the 
animals bloodstream. 

}  All stock shows have a zero tolerance for any drug 
residue in livestock.  Market & Breeding 

}  The exit time is at least three times the withdrawal time. 
Some drugs will never leave the animals system entirely  


